
Submission: 124-03 
REPORTING COMMITTEE – RACING RULES 

OTHER COMMITTEE –  

Racing Rules of Sailing 

Rule Changes 

A submission from the Chairman of the Racing Rules Committee 

 

The proposal in this submission was prepared by the Rule 42 Working Party. 

PROPOSAL: 

86 RULE CHANGES 
86.1 A racing rule may not be changed unless permitted in the rule itself or as follows: 
(a) Prescriptions of a national authority may change a racing rule, but not the 
Definitions; a rule in the Introduction; Sportsmanship and the Rules; Part 1, 2 or 7; rule 
42, 43.1, 43.2, 69, 70, 71, 75, 76.2 or 79; a rule of an appendix that changes one of 
these rules; or Appendix H, M, 1, 2 or 3. 
(b) Sailing instructions may change a racing rule by referring specifically to it and 
stating the change, but not rule 76.1, Appendix F, or a rule listed in rule 86.1(a). 
(c) Class rules may change only racing rules 42, 49, 50, 51, 52, 53 and 54. 
86.2 If a national authority so prescribes, these restrictions do not apply if rules are 
changed to develop or test proposed rules in local races. The national authority may 
prescribe that its approval is required for such changes. 
86.3 The ISAF may remove the restriction to changing rule 42 by sailing instructions 
and class rules. 

The ISAF is to provide a limited number of rules that may be adopted by classes when 
approved by the ISAF. Currently these would permit unrestricted pumping of a 
spinnaker guy to prevent broaching (as currently adopted by the Soling class) and to 
permit pumping when the wind speed is above a limit adopted by the class (but not less 
than 10 knots). 

CURRENT POSITION: 

See above. 

REASON: 

There are currently many ways to change rule 42: sailing instructions, class rules, 
national authority prescriptions. This creates the opportunity for inconsistent drafting of 
applicable rules and leads to errors by competitors, judges and race officers when 
applying the different versions. Further, if the class changes the rules, what is the status 
of the sailing instructions as these may change the racing rules but not class rules?  
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 A number of classes have adopted changes to the rule. The working party do not 
support the changes that permit more than one pump per wave, but does support 
unrestricted pumping of he guy for specific classes for which this is a safety issue.  

Consideration should be given to making this change effective from 1 January 2004 in 
order to prohibit more than one pump per wave at the Olympic Games in 2004. As the 
class concerned will permit unlimited pumping above a specified wind speed there is no 
justification for multiple pumps per wave. 

Some special classes and events (e.g. 18 foot skiffs) have traditional special 
requirements which should not be curtailed. ISAF permission as per rule 18.3 would 
make this possible. 


